
Awards Ceremony

#csea2018



The Awards

Provincial Affiliate Awards
Master’s Thesis Award
Doctoral Dissertation Award
Ronita DeBlois Art Educator of the Year Award (K-8)
Canadian Art Educator of the Year Award (9-12)
Canadian Art Educator of the Year Award 
(Higher Education)
Community Art Education Award



Provincial Affiliate Awards



British Columbia Affiliate Award (BCATA)

Heather Pastro

Professor

Vancouver Island 
University

Nanaimo, BC



Heather Pastro
Professor, Vancouver Island University
● MA, San Diego State University, B.Ed., University of British Columbia
● Taught Art K-12 in Vancouver, Abbotsford, and Namaimo School District 
● British Columbia Art Teachers Association (executive)
● Canadian Society for Education through Art
● National Art Education Association
● International Society for Education through Art
● Vancouver Island University Senate
● Chair of the Educational Standards Committee, VIU
● Chair of the Awards and Honours Committee, VIU
● Board of Directors for the Nanaimo Art Gallery
● Supports a number of arts groups and societies in the local community
● Personal art practice with a focus on painting and ceramics





Alberta Affiliate Award (FACATA)

Cheryl Tanouye

Secondary Visual Art 
Teacher

Sturgeon Composite
High School

Sturgeon County, AB



Cheryl Tanouye
Teacher, Sturgeon Composite High School
● MEd, University of Alberta BEd, University of Alberta
● Visual Art Educator 3-12
● Art Education Lead Teacher, Sturgeon County, AB
● Art Education and Outreach worker, Edmonton, AB
● Art PLC Lead Sturgeon School Division
● Canadian Society for Education through Art, member and 

presenter since 2005
● Personal art practice: painting and mixed media
● Mentor for pre-service teachers
● Arts based research





Manitoba Affiliate Award (MAAE)

Dawn Knight

Teacher

Pembina Trails 
School Division

Winnipeg, MB



Dawn Knight
Teacher, Pembina Trails School Division

● Post Baccalaureate Diploma in Education, University of Manitoba
● BEd, University of Manitoba
● Teacher and Visual Arts Specialist, Creative Arts Consultant,  Arts 

Instructor
● Student Mental Health Committee, Fort Richmond Collegiate
● South Pointe School Program Establishment Committee, Pembina 

Trails School Division
● Student Engagement Program Leader, Fort Richmond Collegiate
● Literacy Committee, Fort Richmond Collegiate
● Professional Development Program Leader, Fort Richmond Collegiate
● Creative Arts Program Leader, Fort Richmond Collegiate
● Assessment Committee, Fort Richmond Collegiate





Ontario Affiliate Award (OAEA)

Tony Caputo

Lecturer, Instructor

Ontario Institute for 
Studies And
Education of the 
University of Toronto

Toronto, ON



Tony Caputo
Lecturer, Instructor, Ontario Institute for 
Studies And Education of the University of 
Toronto
● Lecturer, Instructor Ontario institute for Studies and Education of the 

University of Toronto
● BA University of Toronto, MEd, University of Toronto.
● Visual Arts Curriculum Consultant Toronto Board of Education                            
● Ontario Art Education Association: Secretary-Treasurer                              
● Education Quality and Accountability Office: Scoring Supervisor  
● Toronto District School Board
● Temporary Integrated Arts Instructional Leader                  
● Temporary Integrated Arts Instructional Leader





Quebec Affiliate Award (AQÉSAP)

Marie-Claude Vezeau

Teacher

École Des Hauts-Bois

Ste-Anne, QC



Marie-Claude Vezeau
Teacher, École Des Haute-Bois
● Diploma in Art Education, University of Québec in Montréal
● BFA, Concordia University in Montréal
● Diploma in Collegial Studies in Fine Arts-Cegep de St-Jérôme 
● Fine Arts Elementary teaching specialist (Commission scolaire des 

Affluents)
● Association Québécoise des Éducateurs Spécialisés en Arts 

Plastiques (Québec Association of Specialized Educators in Fine 
Arts)

● Responsible for Collegial Section, session presenter for AQÉSAP 
and Congrès 4   

● ARTS (Congress 4 ARTS), Coordinator and planner for Welcome 
Evenings





New Brunswick Affiliate Award (NBVAEA)

Adda Mihailescu

Manager of Public Programs

The Beaverbrook Art Gallery

Fredericton, NB



Adda Mihailescu
Manager of Public Programs, The 
Beaverbrook Art Gallery

● BEd, University of Craiova, Romania
● Works at the Beaverbrook Art Gallery, maintaining diverse 

programming and responding to the needs of the 
community

● Serves as a mentor and leader in the visual arts
● Teacher of Art, Casimcea Consolidated School
● Casimcea, Romania
● Canadian Society for Education through Art 
● National Art Education  Association
● The New Brunswick Visual Art Education Association





Academic Awards



Master’s Thesis Award

Bettina Forget

Concordia University

Montreal, QC





Bettina Forget

Thesis Title: Converging ARt and Science: 
Considering the Conditions in which Women 
and Girls enter STEM Subjects

Research Supervisor: Juan Carlos Castro

Concordia University Montreal QC



Doctoral Dissertation Award

Dr. Natalie LeBlanc

University of British Columbia 

Vancouver, BC



Dr. Natalie LeBlanc

Title of Doctoral Dissertation: in/Visibility of 
the Abandoned School: Beyond 
Representations of School Closure

University of British Columbia

Research supervisor: Dr. Rita Irwin

External examiner: Dr. Richard Seigesmund





Canadian Art Educator of the Year Awards, 
Community Art Eduation Award



Ronita deBlois Art Educator of the year 
Award(K-8)

Presentation: Dr. Mary Blatherwick



Ronita deBlois Art Educator of the year 
Award(K-8)

Carla Bates

Art Specialist

Winnipeg, MB

Ronita deBlois Award sponsored by the family of Ronita deBlois
Award presented by Dr. Mary Blatherwick



Carla Bates 
Teacher, General Byng School
● BFA, BEd University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, MB
● Practicing Artist, Various Art Shows / Painting and Pottery
● Canadian Society for Education Through Art
● National Art Education Association
● Manitoba Teachers’ Society
● Winnipeg Art Gallery, Winnipeg  
● Manitoba Association for Art Education (MAAE)
● Manitoba Exchange Teachers Association
● Alliance for Arts Education in Manitoba
● Mayor’s Task Force on Public Art Policy





Art Educator of the Year Award (9-12)

Award presented by Janeen Junson, 
Sponsored by Artists Emporium



Art Educator of the Year Award (9-12)

Beckie Di Leo

Arts Educator

Central Toronto Academy

Toronto, ON



Beckie Di Leo
Teacher, Central Toronto Academy
● University of Toronto, Faculty of Education, Honour's Specialist
● University of Toronto, Faculty of Education, Intermediate English
● University of Toronto, Faculty of Education
● University of Waterloo BFA
● Arts Educator Central Toronto Academy
● Central Commerce Collegiate (Visual Arts/Drama Curriculum Leader)
● Community activism: World Pride, We Take No BULL-ying” movement,

founded by students in graphic design class; Everyday is Malala Day w/ Plan
Canada - book launch/student art exhibit, Walnut Contemporary Gallery;
Missing + Murdered Women’s Project with Ilene Sova - White Ribbon
Campaign

● Toronto Star Teacher of the Year





Canadian Art Educator of the Year 
Award(Higher Education)



Canadian Art Educator of the Year Award 
(Higher Education)

Dr. Michael Emme

Associate Professor 

University of Victoria

Victoria, BC



Michael Emme
Associate Professor, University of Victoria
● EdD University of British Columbia
● MA University of British Columbia
● Dip. Ed University of Victoria
● BA University of Victoria
● Good Question: Arts-based Approaches to Collaborative Research with 

Children and Youth, edited with Anna Kirova, 2017
● Associate Professor, Art Education, University of Alberta
● Associate Professor, Art Education, Central Washington University 
● Assistant Professor, Art Education, Nova Scotia College of Art and Design
● British Columbia Art Teachers Association
● INSEA World Congress 2019 (committee)
● CSEA/BCATA annual conference 2016 (co-chair)
● BCATA annual conference 2009 (committee)
● The Society for Photographic Education
● The Canadian Society for Education Through Art (executive)
● National Art Education Association
● The Caucus on Social Theory in Art





Community Art Education Award

Award presented and sponsored by Dr. Mary 
Blatherwick



Community Art Education Award

Mentoring Artists for Womens Art (MAWA)

Shawna Dempsey
Dana Kletke
Co-Executive Directors

Winnipeg, MB



Mentoring Artists for Womens Art (MAWA)

● Foundation Mentorship Program is MAWA’s flagship program: senior
women artists share their experience and expertise with developing women
artists

● Celebrating 34 years of peer-based art education
● MAWA actively integrates Indigenous, New Canadian, rural, disabled and

Franco-Manitoban women into their programs as leaders
● Mother Artists Group
● Artist-Teacher Group
● Indigenous Feminisms Group
● Cross- Cultural Beading Group traditions
● MAWA’s Radical Young Artists
● Located on North Main Street in Winnipeg, is fully accessible and has 

gender-neutral washrooms. 
● Over 300 paid members, 400 volunteers and 5,000 participants engage in 

MAWA programming and events each year





Congratulations!

Félicitations!


